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negatived his view. What the House of Commons will l
do remains to be seen. The wisdom of the House of
Lords in taking so strong a line on such a question seems
doubtful, although the municipal government of London is
hardly a topic that rouses enthusiasm in the country at large,
and local municipalities are not affected by the Bill. The

surprising thing is that so many as 182 members of a

class not usually keenly or actively interested in vestries
and municipalities either in London or the provinces should
have been found to follow the lead of Lord Dunraven in

ousting women from the position which to some extent at all
events she had already occupied, and for which she appears
entirely fitted if her fellow citizens or fellow councillors
ohoose to consider her so. 

____

THE ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.

THE forty-sixth annual report of the Royal Medica 1

Benevolent College, an institution which is by far the most 1

important medical charity in the land, shows by no means
a satisfactory state of matters. Besides providing pensions
for medical men and their widows it offers a sound educa-
tion open to all, but supplying special advantages to the sons
of medical men. To these latter 50 foundation scholar-

ships are allotted. Unfortunately the balance-sheet of the 
I

College for the past year shows a deficit of L1901

mainly owing to the great expenses which have been neces
sarily incurred on new drainage works. Some 6000 a year

_ is expended on the benevolent side of the work of the

College and of this sum barely one-half is supplied by the
medical profession. It must be recollected that modern
- roundations star under very different circumstances to

the older foundations. The great schools of West-

minster, Winchester, and Eton were either alumni of great
.ecclesiastics or were founded and endowed by Royalty.
Additions to their incomes were made by pious bene-

factors in later years and so the endowment grew. But

- nowadays the would-be benefactor is so mulcted by the
law to provide for schools and washing and reading rooms
that except in rare instances, by the time he has paid his
rates he has, or thinks he has, nothing left for charity. This
should not be. If every member of the profession were to
give even 5s. a year for a few years the foundation of the
Royal Medical Benevolent College would be placed upon a
firm financial basis. Let every one of us then do according
as he is able. The office of the College is at 37, Soho-square,
Jondon! W. 

-

STILTON CHEESE.

THE bacteriology of cheese appears to have been studied i

with some assiduity during recent years, but apparently it c

’has thrown little light upon the secret of producing that {

most excellent cheese, Stilton. That Stilton cheese differs i

from all other cheeses everybody knows, but opinions are not I

wanting that Stilton cheese of the present day has not 4

maintained the character of the cheese produced half
a century ago when the demand was considerably less.
It appears that the making of Stilton cheese, unlike
the Cheddar and Cheshire cheese-making industries
which can be traced back for several centuries, is of

comparatively modern origin. The secret of success,
however, in the production of Stilton cheese is still
enshrouded in some mystery. A very interesting contribu-
tion on the subject appears in the June number of the
.Toustal of the Royal A[J’l’icultwral Society by Mr. J. Marshall
Dugdale, who recently visited the Leicester districts, the
principal centre of Stilton cheese-making, in the r6le of
Commissioner of the Royal Agricultural Society. The
further his inquiries were pushed, however, the more
variations in methods of working came to his notice, so that

he found it impossible to lay down any definite and precise
rules for the making of Stilton cheese so as to suit every case.
He has been able to point out certain methods of making and
certain causes of failure. Practical experience appears to
be the secret and this rule applies to everything. These is
no reason why Stilton cheese should not be produced by those
possessing the secret in any district other than Leicester or
at Stilton in Huntingdonshire whence the cheese derived its
name. There is no ground for the belief apparently that
this cheese, like so many famed articles of food, owes its
characteristics or excellence to environment. But a great
deal may be done doubtless by studying the chemical and
biological processes concerned in the elaboration of cheese
and thus the cheese-maker may, as Mr. Dugdale points out,
avoid the failures and bitter experiences of those who

proceed on mere rnle-of-thumb lines. We trust that as the

knowledge of the subject increases the cheese-maker will
have the process under such control as to render any resort

to sophistication quite unnecessary and unprofitable.

SENSORY IMPRESSIONS IN THE BLIND.

A LONG series of experiments has recently been made by
Professor H. Griesbach of Basle upon the relative acuteness
of the senses of hearing, touch, taste, and smell in the case of
the blind and those who possess normal vision. The results
are contained in recent numbers of Pfl&uuml;ger’s Archiv and
the conclusions at which he has arrived are as follows. It

may be premised that the observations were made on those
who were otherwise healthy. In the differentiation of tactile

impressions no remarkable differences were observed between
the seeing and the blind, or if small differences did exist

they were in favour of the seeing. In those born blind the
tactile sharpness was somewhat less than in the seeing and
in some cases the sensorium generally was equally defective.
The blind in particular feel less acutely with the tip of the
index finger than do those who see and in many cases the
tactile acuteness of the two index finger-tips differs. In the

blind, especially in the region of the hand, a stronger
impression is required to produce a tactile impression than
in those possessed of sight. In the capability of localising
impressions of sound no difference exists between the
blind and the seeing. In both great individual variations
occur. As a rule both in the seeing and the blind the
use of the organ of both sides gives better results than
the use of one alone. No difference in the acuteness of

hearing exists between the blind and those who see.

No relation was observed between the acuteness of hearing
and the power of localising sounds in either the seeing or
the blind. No difference was observed in the two classes
in regard to the acuteness of smell. In the execution
of manual labour the blind become fatigued sooner than
do those of equal age who see. The blind are more

fatigued with manual than with mental work, which is
, not the case with the seeing of the same age. If any
i difference exists in regard to exhaustion after mental labour
! it is in favour of those of the same age who see. Both
. amongst the blind and the seeing there are persons who have
) many, others who have only a few, and others again who
shave no, illusory or erroneous impressions of touch. Of the

E parts of the skin examined fallacious determinations were
, most frequent over the zygomatic region and least frequent
1 on the tips of the fingers. The number of errors both
- in the seeing and the blind rose with an increase in the
e number of the stimuli and with increase of pressure.
II Errors occurred more frequently both in the seeing
e and the blind with sharp than with blunt points, and
If in both errors were more numerous when the distance
e between the points of skin stimulated was small than
’e when it was great. These results are in many respects
Lt opposed to generally received opinions, for it is usually
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supposed that deprivation of sight leads to exalta-

tion of the acuteness of the other senses, especially of

the touch and hearing, yet in the 20 blind persons examined
by Professor Griesbach this was not observed and it would
hence appear that too much reliance has been placed by
physiologists on certain exceptional cases where the sensitive-
ness to impressions on these senses has been unusually high.
Further observations are, however, requisite before the con-
clusions arrived at by Professor Griesbach can be considered
to settle the question. 

-

THE WILLIAM F. JENKS MEMORIAL PRIZE.

THE College of Physicians of Philadelphia announce that
the fifth triennial prize of$500, under the deed of trust of
Mrs. William F. Jenks, will be awarded to the author of the
best essay on " The Various Manifestations of Lithsemia in

Infancy and Childhood, with the Etiology and Treatment."
The conditions annexed by the founder of this prize are,
that the " prize or award must always be for some subject
connected with obstetrics, or the diseases of women, or

the diseases of children"; and that "the trustees, under
this deed for the time being, can, in their discretion,
publish the successful essay, or any paper written upon
any subject for which they may offer a reward, provided
the income in their hands may, in their judgment, be

sufficient for that purpose, and the essay or paper be
considered by them worthy of publication. If published
the distribution of the essay shall be entirely under
the control of said trustees. In case they do not publish
the said essay or paper it shall be the property of the

College of Physicians of Philadelphia." The prize is open
for competition to the whole world, but the essay, which
must be written in the English language, or if in a foreign
language must be accompanied by an English translation,
must be the production of a single person. The essay which
must be sent to the College of Physicians of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, U.S.A., before Jan. lst, 1901, addressed to

Dr. Richard C. Norris, must be typewritten, distinguished
by a motto, and accompanied by a sealed envelope
bearing the same motto and containing the name and
address of the writer. No envelope will be opened except
that which accompanies the successful essay. The com-

mittee will return the unsuccessful essays if reclaimed by
their respective writers or their agents within one year,

reserving the right not to make an award if no essay sub-
mitted is considered worthy of the prize.

HEMIATROPHY OF THE BRAIN WITHOUT DIS-
TURBANCE OF INTELLIGENCE OR

PERSONALITY.

DR, PEARCE BAILEY of Columbia University, New York,
gives an account of a case worthy of record on account of its
remarkable character and because it has important bearings
on the localisation of psychical functions. A man, aged 57
years, a carpenter by trade, was, according to his own state-
ment, strong and well up to the age of 47 years. His habits
were temperate, he was free from syphilis, and was married
and had children whom he supported. When he reached the

age of 47 years or thereabouts he awoke one morning to find
his left side numb and powerless. The ordinary severe sym-
ptoms of apoplexy were absent, but the paralysis was com-
plete, so that the face was drawn to the right side (left facial
paralysis) and the left arm and leg were entirely useless.
After a while the facial condition began to improve, whereas
the arm and leg began to undergo atrophy and contracture.
There was little or no return of voluntary power in the
affected side, and he remained thus crippled for the rest of
his life. There was no defect in the action of the sphincters

1 American Journal of the Medical Sciences, March, 1899.

or in the special senses, and though the patient sometimes
complained of feelings of numbness on the left side, no
cutaneous anaesthesia could be found. As regards the
psychical functions, speech was perfectly normal, the

ability to read was not interfered with, and memory
appeared unaffected. " He was courteous, intelligent, and
patient, cheerful and attentive, his power of attention was
good, he read the papers, ...... took an interest in affairs,
...... was fully conscious of his infirmity and bore it bravely,
was free from depression or emotional excitability or apathy,
cleanly in habits and person, and was free from the mani-
festations of mental deterioration so common in gross brain
lesions." In the summer of 1897 he died from an intercuirent
attack of pneumonia. The necropsy revealed the following
conditions. The left cerebral hemisphere seemed normal.
The right hemisphere in its post-Rolandic part showed slight
general diminution (atrophy), the pre-Rolandic portion
showed extreme atrophy and degeneration, the greater part
of the frontal lobe being occupied by a soft oedematous
mass-the remnants of the frontal lobe-which on section

was of a dirty-white fibrous appearance and showed no grey
matter. The basal ganglia of the right side were extremely
atrophied, the right half of the pons was half the size of its
fellow of the opposite side, and similar but less marked
differences occurred in the bulb and below the pyramidal
decussation. The anterior commissure seemed destroyed;
the cerebellar lobes were equal. The basal vessels of the
brain were thickened and atheromatous and the right
anterior and middle cerebral arteries were cord-like with

very small lumina. Microscopic examination with Nissl’s
method of the right frontal" mass showed an oedematous-
vascular tissue and connective-tissue membranes but there
were no traces of ganglion cells. The left cerebral cortex

(various portions) showed normal nerve-cells slightly
changed owing to the pneumonia. The right cerebral
cortex (post-Rolandic parts) showed considerable scattered

degeneration of cells in varying degrees, with an almost

total absence of the large pyramidal cells and a general
endarteritis of all the pial vessels. In the right hemisphere
therefore while the nerve-elements of the post-Rolandic
portion were much degenerated those of the frontal (pre-
Rolandic) region were altogether destroyed. After refer-

ring to the views of Bianchi, based on experiments on
dogs and monkeys,2 on the frontal lobes-viz., as centres
in which the kinassthetio centres as well as the emotional
states accompanying perceptions are secondarily represented,
Dr. Bailey expresses the belief that mental disturbance
need not necessarily occur if one frontal lobe is left intact,
and the case quoted above is regarded as showing that one
frontal lobe may be entirely destroyed without obvious

disturbance of mental function or change in character.
" The possibility suggests itself that the present synthe-
sising function of the frontal lobes is to be sought
exclusively neither on the right side nor the left, but that
it is bilateral, and that under certain circumstances the
function can be assumed and successfully carried out by the
lobes of one side only." 

-

HYGIENE IN HUNGARY.

IN the course of the year 1897 the Hungarian Board of
Health held 25 plenary meetings besides 30 meetings of the
committee, the work performed including categorical replies
to 112 questions which were propounded by the Minister of
the Interior. Utilising its right to initiate measures the
Board also drew up two very important projects and sent
them on for Ministerial approbation, one having reference
to the prevention of venereal disease and the other to the
means which ought to be adopted in order to lessen the
ravages of tuberculosis, the latter including a scheme for

2 Brain, vol. xviii., p. 591.


